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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a listing of the claims of the present application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-based method of performing document retrieval in 
accordance with an information network, the method comprising the steps of: 

initially retrieving one or more documents from the information network that satisfy a user- 
defined predicate , wherein the initial document retrieval operation is performed without use of an 
initial link structure ; 

collecting statistical information about the one or more retrieved documents as the one or 
more retrieved documents are analyzed; and 

using the collected statistical information to automatically determine further document 
retrieval operations , such that one or mor e docum e nts arc r et ri e v e d from the information network 
tha t sa t isfy the us e r-defined predicat e withou t assuming a predefined link structur e wherein the 
statistical information using step further comprises learning a link structure from at least a portion 
of the collected statistical information with each successive document retrieval operation . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the user-defined predicate specifies content 
associated with a document. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the statistical information collection step uses 
content of the one or more retrieved documents. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the statistical information collection step 
considers whether the user-defined predicate has been satisfied by the one or more retrieved 
documents. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the collected statistical 
information is used to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are 
more likely to satisfy the predicate than would otherwise occur with respect to document retrieval 
operations that are not directed using the collected statistical information. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the collected statistical information is used to 
direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are similar to the one or more 
retrieved documents that also satisfy the predicate. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the collected statistical information is used to 
direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are linked to by other 
documents which also satisfy the predicate. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the information network is the world wide web 
and a document is a web page. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the statistical information collection step uses 
one or more uniform resource locator tokens in the one or more retrieved web pages. 

10. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for performing document retrieval in accordance with 
an information network, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one processor operative to: (i) initiallv retrieve one or more documents from the 
information network that satisfy a user-defined predicate . wherein the initial document retrieval 
operation is performed without use of an initial link structure : (ii) collect statistical information 
about the one or more retrieved documents as the one or more retrieved documents are analyzed; 
and (iii) use the collected statistical information to automatically determine further document 
retrieval operations , such t hat on e or more documen t s arc re t ri e v e d from the informa t ion network 
t ha t satisfy t h e us e r-defined pr e dicate withou t assuming a pred e fined link stmcturc wherein the 
statistical information using operation further comprises learning a link structure from at least a 
portion of the collected statistical information with each successive document retrieval operation . 

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the user-defined predicate specifies 
content associated with a document. 
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12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the statistical information collection 
operation uses content of the one or more retrieved documents. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the statistical information collection 
operation considers whether the user-defined predicate has been satisfied by the one or more 
retrieved documents. 

14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the collected statisfical 
information is used to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are 
more likely to satisfy the predicate than would otherwise occur with respect to document retrieval 
operations that are not directed using the collected statistical information. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the collected statistical information is 
used to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are similar to the one 
or more retrieved documents that also satisfy the predicate. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the collected statisfical information is 
used to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are linked to by other 
documents which also satisfy the predicate. 

1 7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein the informafion network is the world wide 
web and a document is a web page. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the statistical information collection 
operation uses one or more uniform resource locator tokens in the one or more retrieved web pages. 

19. (Currentiy Amended) An article of manufacture for performing document retrieval in 
accordance with an information network, comprising a machine readable medium containing one 
or more programs which when executed implement the steps of: 
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initially retrieving one or more documents from the information network that satisfy a user- 
defined predicate , wherein the initial document retrieval operation is performed without use of an 
initial link structure ; 

collecting statistical information about the one or more retrieved documents as the one or 
more retrieved documents are analyzed; and 

using the collected statistical information to automatically determine further document 
retrieval operations , such tha t one or mo r e documents arc retrieved from t h e informa t ion network 
t ha t satisfy the user-defined pr e dicate withou t assuming a pred e fined link stmc t urc wherein the 
statistical information using step further comprises learning a link structure from at least a portion 
of the collected statistical information with each successive document retrieval operation . 

20. (Original) The article of claim 19, wherein the user-defined predicate specifies content 
associated with a document. 

2 1 . (Original) The article of claim 1 9, wherein the statistical information collection step uses 
content of the one or more retrieved documents. 

22. (Original) The article of claim 19, wherein the statistical information collection step 
considers whether the user-defined predicate has been satisfied by the one or more retrieved 
documents. 

23. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 19, wherein the collected statistical 
information is used to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are 
more likely to satisfy the predicate than would otherwise occur with respect to document retrieval 
operations that are not directed using the collected statistical information. 

24. (Original) The article of claim 19, wherein the collected statistical information is used 
to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are similar to the one or 
more retrieved documents that also satisfy the predicate. 
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25. (Original) The article of claim 19, wherein the collected statistical information is used 
to direct further document retrieval operations toward documents which are linked to by other 
documents which also satisfy the predicate. 

26. (Original) The article of claim 19, wherein the information network is the world wide 
web and a document is a web page, 

27. (Original) The article of claim 26, wherein the statistical information collection step uses 
one or more uniform resource locator tokens in the one or more retrieved web pages. 
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